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Angels of the Churches. 


WHEREIN 
Is ſhewed the Principles of the New Methodiſts 


| in the great Point of JusTIF1caT1ON. 
| ALSO 


A Form of Prayer oocenting to thoſe Principles. 


WITH 
The Orthodox Doctrine about a believing Sin- 
ners Actual Juſtification , wherein 1s the 
Country-mans Method repreſented to view. 
AS ALSO 


A Form of Prayer for Actual Juſtification, according to 
thoſe Principles, 


FR By a a Country Profeſſor of Jeſus Chriſt. 


Jer. 23. 6. iT, he Lord our Righteouſneſs. 
Phil. 3. 9. And be found in him, not baving mine own Righte- 


ouſneſs. 
Iſa. 64. 6. All our Rigbreouſneſſes are as filthy rags. 
Luke 17. 10. When ye fhall have doze all theſe things which are 


commanded Joy ſay we are unprofitable ſervants. 


LONDON, 
Printed for Eliphal Faye, at the Bible on the North ſide of | 
the Royal Exchange, and Publiſhed by R. Baldwin 1 In 
WV arwick- Lane, M DC XC III. 


- 


——— 


To TH 


{| READER. 


OU aredeſired to make no enquiry after the Author of the 

ſucceeding lines, becauſe the Perſon judges himelf of ſo 

ſmall a figure in the Chriſtian World, (next to a cypher) 
apprehending that the knowledge of him will but raiſe a diſguſt 
againſt the Matter and 'Projed, giving the Learned "Readers 
occaſion to ſay, It's but the evaporation of an idle * Brain, which 
hath nothing elſe to do but to meadle with things out of his own 
Sphere. 

. Alſo the Author begs excuſe for one Errata therein, (viz.) Where 
as his Pen hath ſliled the Notion (onder debate) New Divinity, 
and the Authors, New Methodiſts, whereas upon matire delibe- 
ration it ſeems obvious, (by the calculation of others) that it's in 
part Bellarmines, another part Socinianiſine, and anoticr part 
Arminianiſme 3 but how far this compound is Scriptural, the Au- 
thor is not able to paſs a definitive ſentence 5 yet this be ſaith fer 
himſelf, that it's a Method he dare not eſponſe, fearing he fheuld 
loſe his own hopes, being Conſcious to himſelf of the imperfe@ions of 
his beſt Dutics : And if that Do@rine ſo termed and ſlated be 
right, then his fears are augmented, that all hopes of his beine ſaud 
is almoſt taken away : for if it muſt depend upon ſuch an antes:= 

A 2 dent 


26% 5+ 2, I SL 5 . 


, 1616 oat {cher OE OD tent I 


me To the READER, , . | x. 


lent as his own Perſonal inherent Kighteonſneſs [and not on Chriſts 
Obedience) as the Righteouſneſs of a believing coming Sinner for 
AFual Juſtification, then he judges himelf loj# to ull intents and 
purpoſes, as far as be can ct ſee 5 neither knows he how to go to 
God, end claim ſpecial Interejt in tim, until he can find this ante- 
cedent, which he deſpairs of ever finding in this Life, in ſuch a 
meaſure as he dare go and plead it with God, as an Argument for 
Tuſtificction of his Perſon, Pardon of his Sin, and Salvation of his 
Speul. Fe thinks they bave rich Souls that have atiained ſo ercat a 
micaſure of Faith, Oledievce and Mortification, as inables them to 
co and ſar, Lord, I am "Perſonally and Inherently Rizhteous in 
thy fight ; but he if not yet fitgo follow them, - © 1 
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E who are llliterate Country Profeſſors of the Goſpel, have: 
endured a great fight of Affliction rear upon thirty years, 
in a Ceremonial War were incouraged by our Guides to- 


hold out, till the Lord on whom we believed ſent us an helper, who 
hath procured for us a ceſſation of Arms, that we might ſit under our. 
own Vines, and eat our pleaſant Fruits; but while we were pleaſing: 
our ſelves in our Priviledges, and {inging a Requiem to our Souls, we 
began to ſmell ſomething in ſome of oar Guardian Angels, as if they:- 
intended to lead ns by the hand (in z fair day) mto Mount Srzas, 
which cannot be touched. Some of vs poor Creatures could not un- 


» 


derſtand the meaning thereof, but hoped that the deſign was only - 
to rouſe up our drouſtnefs, which we ſtand in need of in this lax Gene» / * 


ration, that we might not turn this Grace of God into Wantonneſs :* 


And while'we were Without fear of any evil, we were incouraged to: 
hope all was well, when we received the heads of Agreement from the: 
Angels of the Sanctuary in the great City, approving of theſe — 
Confeſlioas of Faith therein mentioned. But all on a ſudden we Were 


ſurprized with the tidings of an: Angelical' War, '-atout' the great 
Doctrine of our Joſtification, and that the Standard was fixing, and 
perſons beginning to liſt themſelves in this Doftrinat War, againſt- 
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the olfl Doftrine of Juſtification by Chriſt, who (as we have been 
taught) is our whole and ſole Righteouſneſs in this point. Ir's not for 
us to ſtep1in and proclaim Peace in the Name of the King of Saints, 
becauſe we are under them as our Tutors and Governors : yet we may 


lay before them ſome Conſiderations on the behalf of that Doctrine 
we have been taught. 


I. We conſider that our Miniſters are called Angels, noting them 
to be ſome ſuperiour Powers in the Church, under whoſe Government 
we are or fhould be: and we are much afraid leaſt it ſhould befal ſome 
of them, as it was in the Creation, when ſome of thoſe higheſt Angels 
fell, and after their fall, they fell upon Mankind, and carried them 
away In their own Apoſtacy. It's not for us to make Application 
hereof to either ſide, but we could tell them we are afraid to be car- 
ric] away from the Truth. 


IT. The Conſideration of this War gives us occaſion to fear that 
prediction, A#s 20. 30. Of your own ſelves ſhall men ariſe, ſpeaking 
perverſe things to draw avay diſciples after them « But to which {1de we 
apply it, 1s a queſtion too great for us. 


II. We are much afraid of the timing of this War, that it ſhould 
break out in this time of Liberty is amazing ; and to us it is a preſage 
that we are in danger to be turned about as //rael in the Wilderneſs, 
for forty years longer ; which is a thing that our home-bred Enemies 


begin to make their Prognoſtication upon, but we pray their Calcu-, 


lations may fail. 


IV. That upon the report of this new War, we in the Country 
are calling tro mind dayes paſt, and remember what Fox in his Marty- 
rology informs of, (Y:iz.) That this Doctrine of Juſtification, Accep- 
tation and Salvation by Chriſts Righteouſneſs alone, without Works, 
coſt the Fathers (among other things) a Land full of Blood , when 
they undertook the firſt War for this great Principle (they called 
the Truth) and how much Blood ran under the Altar, yet crying for 
Vengeance, we would have theſe Angels ſeriouſly conſider of, except 
they think the Fathers were herein miſtaken. 


. V. We, conſider that the Proteſtants generally held the poſſeſſion 
of tl.is Principle (as Truth) for a long time if we miſtake not ; until 
a-new War was raiſed by the Armimans; with which there was a 
long tngeing for it, until the great Champion F, G. went y- the 
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ſtage, then there ſeemed to be a cefſation of Arms for a-w lrile, like 
the ſilence ina Heaven for the ſpace of half an hour. 6 TL 


VI. About that time we obſerved another great Angel appearing 
in or near the great City, Who had tound our the way to cave a 
Hair, in the point between Arminianiſm and the reputed Orthodox 
Doctrine ; who tells ns. in a certain place, That there is but a thred 
between Truth and Error, and that which is not near to that Error u not: 
Truth ; but ts like to be another Error in the Other extream. So then it 
ſcems we mult come as near Error as we can, provided we be not jult 
upon it z which is too tickliſh a point for us Country-men to obferve, 
and not to mils the right Mark, except we had the Art of our Me- 
thodiſt to wade into the deeps of their Theology, and Logical Di- 
ſtintions, with which we are confounded ; for we maſt have Truth 
handed down to us in its plain and naked Expreſſion, or elfe it flyes. 
quite over our heads. We do not doubt but this great Angel, who. 
help'd to lay the Foundation of this Divinity Which is new to Vs. 
is now at reſt with God ; notwithſtanding ſome are of opinion that 
his wood, hay, 2nd ſtubble, which he hath built this New Method 
with, will be burnt up by the fire of the Word ; and he himſelf 
ſuffer the loſs of all that labour he hath been at to effeft it. We 
have heard that ſome of the former Werriours have ſaid, That Ar- 
minianiſm is another Goſpel : If ſo, we are almoſt perfwaded that this. 
which comes ſo near it, (within a thred) will bear the ſame Chara- 
Cer in the great Day ; for it ſeems to be a Web ſpun out of the ſame: 
Matter ; and lies ſo near it, that if a Hue and Cry ſhould be ſent forth 
to apprehend Arminianiſm as a Felon, that an Ordinary Capacity will 
be for apprehending the New Method, and give it the title of Armi-- 
nianiſm, and thereby put an affront upon the Author undeſerved, 


VI. We are informed (the truth of which. we will not afſert) that 
the Proteſtant Angels, which were till of late the Inhabitauts of 
France, were receiving this New Doctrine ; and that it began to grow. 
among them before their diſperſion came z which if true, it makes. 
us fear that the fame fate ſhall be at our doors, if this. Doctrine be a 
Chriſt dethroning Principle, tending to ſet Mans perſonal inherent: 
Righteouſneſs, as a member. of our Juſtifying Righteouſneſs (as ſome 
ſuppoſes) what remains but a fearful looking for a Cataſtrophe which: 
befel thoſe our Brethren. | 


VIII. If this New Method of Divinity be according to the Canon: 
af the Scripture,, then our Spiritual Guides fram Zuther, were much, 
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miſtaken in their repreſentation of - this Doctrine of Juſtification to 
us : foras far as we are able to apprehend, they have excluded all 
Works of .the Moral Law, as done by us (and this of our perſonal 
inherent Righteouſnefs is required in the Moral Law) we think they 
have excluded all ſuch Works from bearing a:iy part, or carrying 


any of the honour in our Juſtification before a juſt and righteous God ; 


and we think they were not miſtaken herein. - 


. FX. Let the Truth be on. which ſide it is, we may ſay that this 


ſcandal caſt. upon us illiterate Men, as being the broachers of New 
Doctrines, is hereby much of it taken away ; for this New Method is 
none of ours, but comes out of the forge of the Learned, for it can- 
Not be charged upon us, nor are we able: to manage the Controverſie 
with theſe Angels on either hand ; but muſt leave it to them to end 
what they have given the beginning unto. 


X. We would believe that. theſe New Methodiſts Divines intend 
not what others interpret their notion unto ; for it's evident to us, 
that their real deſign is to promote Holineſs, and not willing to de- 
rogate any Honour from Chriſt,” and take it to Self-Righteouſneſs. 
We alwayes think that both ſides intend the fame thing, but yet can- 
not agree at what door to bring in Works and Holineſs : and we 
could heartily wiſh that they would promote the delign of Holineſs, 
not by open contradictions, but.-in a more ſecret way, leaſt our Ad- 
verſaries take an opportunity to reconcile them by ſending us to the 
Brick-kilns of Egypt again, from whence we are but newly deli- 
vered. 


XI. As to this. New Divinity we ſhall tell the Reader what we have 
obſerved our ſelves. {1-) That ſome Miniiters both in Print and 
Preaching, have told us, that do this ard live, is the language of the 
Covenant of Grace (as well as Works) which they explained by be- 
heving, repenting, and obey the Goſpel, under the notion of a Con- 
dition. . (2+); Some of. us had once a piece pat into our hands by a 
Miaiſter in the Country, with his ſpecial cemmendarion of it, which 
treated upon this New Method (its. Title, The Two Covenants ) where- 
in we found this Principle as the rcot of ir, Page 50. (viZ.) There are 
two things which I concerve do conſtitute and make up the Kighteonſneſs of the 
Law of Grace (preſuppoſing all to be procured by the purchaſe which Chriſt 
um made.) 1. The Righteouſacſs which conſiſtech in the feraiveneſs of 
fins. And 2. The Righteouſneſs of ſincere Obedsence ;, and in reference to 
both theſe, Faith is imputed. for Righteouſneſs, by vertue of the _ of 
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Grace. + This Book was by a nameleſs Author ; but it was uſhered Into 
the World publickly by the Epiſtle of a great Angel ; and no doubt 
it contains the ſenſe of the New Methodiſts. (3.) We have read in 
a great Author, That for any to deny that Faith ts imputed for Righteouſ- 
neſs, u to make the Scriptures not sntelligible : Whereby we underſtand 
him plainly to intend Faith in its a&ts and fruits, and not objettively 
the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt without us. (4 } We have obſerved, 
that our old Divinity of Faith being as a hand or inſtrument, by 
which we take hold of the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt without us, is 
exploded by ſome Authors; who will by no means allow it tobe an 
inſtrument, or an hand for ſuch a uſe ; but upon what deſign let 
the Reader conſider, whether it is not to introduce our Obedience or 
Works, as a condition and joint matter with Chriſts Righteouſneſs, 
or to take the place of it ? | 


XII. We would gladly be informed, what this New DoCtrine would 
make the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt to be : We know that he hears the * 
title of the Lord our Righteouſneſs, Jer. 23+ 6. and that he is made 
Righteouſneſs to ws, 1 Cor. 1. 3o. and that he came to bring in everlaſting 
Righteouſneſs, Das. 9. 24. We freely confeſs that we cannot under- 
ſtand what they would make the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt to be ; for 
we know that they deny his Active Obedience to be part of it, which 
our Old Divines alwayes affirmed. That the At of Grace in forgiv- 
ing of Sin ſhould be called our Righteouſneſs for which we are juſtt- 
fied, we think they cannot intend : Or that Chriſts Sufferings only 
ſhonld be called that Rightzouſneſs we conceive not ; we know it is 
the Meritorious Cauſe of taking off the Penalty, and procuring our 
Abſolution. But we alwayes thought before now that Chriſts Active 
Obedience under the Law was a great part of the matter which we 
called our Righteouſneſs ; for we conſidered that the Law of our 
Creation under which we fell called for, 

Firſt, A perfe&t Obedience to the Revelation of the Divine Will, 
Do and lve. hy 
Secondly, It called for a Perſonal Obedience in the Humane Na- 
ture. ; 

Thirdly, It called for a perpetual Obedience. ' 

Fourthly, It called for fatisfa&tion for Diſobedience in caſe Men fell, 
The ſoul that ſinneth (hall dye. 

Now we thought that the Son of God in the Humane Nature, ur- 
dertook as a Sponſor to anſwer thoſe demands of the Law for us ; and 
gave both that Obedience and Satisfaftion in onr Natures (that he 


aſſumed into Perſonal Union) for us. For in the Humane Nature he 
B Was 
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vas made under the Law, to anſwer thoſe great ends which we failed 
in; now to deny that he fulblled the Law for us in the doing part, 
is to t:ke away at once the material cauſe of our Juſtification, and to 
bring ia our Faith and Obedience, or our Perſonal inherent Righte- 
ouſneſs in the ſtead thereof ; and ſo to make Chriſts part only to be 
a Purchaſer of a Pardon for us, and that only upon the condition of 
our Obedience, whick-is to make our own Righteouſneſs, and not 
(rift to be cur Righteouſneſs for Juſtification. If ſo, then Chriſts 
Active Obedience nnder the Law 1s not imputed to us, but -our own, 
and is that we muſt ſtand by as the matter of our Juſtifying Righte- 
ouſne, made cftcacious by the Merit of Chriſts Perſonal Sufferings 
under the Law, Now then if this be the ſenſe of our New Metho- 
diſts, then he is-the Lord who hath made us accepted in and for our 
own Righteouſneſs ſake ; and then we muſt ſay that we (by the con- 
duct of former Angels.) have erred from the Truth and Faith once 
aclivercd to the Saints, which we cannot yet confeſs. 


XIII. We ſhall (in order to demonſtrate this to be the ſenſe of the 
New Methodiſts) ſet down what ſome of us have met With, .even a 
few collections of the Principles of thoſe Warriours 2gainſt our re- 
ceived Dotrine. 

Firſt, © They ſay that God as a Refor, Ruler and Governour, hath 
« reſolved to fave Man by Jeſus Chriſt. 


Secondly, &< That the Rule of this Government is the Goſpel, as a 


& new Law of Grace. 

Thirdly, © Thar Jeſus Chriſt is ſet as the head of this Reforal*Go- 
« yernment, and that in this ſtate he ſits in Glory, ready and able out 
© of his Purchaſe and Merits to give Juſtification, and Eternal Life to 
© all that can bring good evidence of their having complyed with the 


A 5& 


« terms and conditions of the Law of Grace. . 

Fourthly, © That Chriſt was under the Law, and bound to keep it 
© for himſelf that he might be a fit Mediator without ſpot ; that it is 
 & a qualification of Chriit, rather than a benefit to be communicated to 
 ©« his People. 

Fifthly, *« That Chriſt dyed to merit this of the Father, (v:iz.) That 
« we might be juitified upon eaſter terms under the Goſpel, than thoſe 
*« of the Law of innocency, 

By this it ſeems that Chriſt dyed for Propoſitions, and not for Per- 
.fons ; he dy<d to merit a Power to forgive upon Condition, as if. on- 
11y toerctt this Propoſition, Believe, repent and obey, and I will pardon ;, 
"whereas we have been taught that he dyed for Perſons. 


A 


Sixthly, 
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Sixthly, *© That inſtead of our Juſtification. by perfect Obedience, we 
& are now to be juſtified by our owh Evangelical Righteouſneſs, made 
&« np of Faith, Repentance, and ſincere Obedience, though imperfect. 
Query, Whether it amount not to thus much ler the Reader 
udge. | 
+ EF «© That when a Sinner (we ſuppoſe is meant a believing 
& Sinner) is charged with Sin againſt the Law, he may oppoſe Chriſts 
« Righteouſneſs as his Legal Defence. 

Query, How can that be, when there is no benefit to us by it, ac- 
cording to the fourth afſertion : But againſt the charze of* the Goſ- 
pel, eſpecially for unbelief, he muſt produce his Faith as his defence 
againſt that charge. 

Query, Who is he that ſhall charge a Believer, Rom. 8. 33. Who 
ſhall lay any thing to the charge of Gods eleit ? it's God that juſtifies. It 
can be none of the Perſons of the Trinity ; for it's God that hath 
juſtified them, Deyils ſirely cannot bring in a charge againſt them 
whom God has juſtified. ' 

Theſe Notions, whether they be faithfully collefted by our Authors, 
we ſhall not enquire, nor ſtand to if charged ; yet we are apt to 
believe, either they are the words or the ſenſe of ſome Authors. It 
they be Scripture Truths they will ſtand all batteries, if got, they 
will fall. But, 


XIV. The harmony of theſe Notions with the Sccinians in this 
Point we ſhall next demonſtrate, from what Dottor O. has delivered 
in the cloſe of his piece againſt Socinianiſim, he makes a return to 
ſomething which Mr, R. B. had written againſt him, whereupon the 
Do@or writes thus ; * | 

I ſhall therefore from their own Writings give the Reader a brief 
ſummary, in ſome few Propoſitions of the DoCtrine of Socinians con- 
ceraing Juſtification. 

They ſay, Firſt, © Juſtifying Faith, or that Faith whereby we are 
<« juſtified, ' is our receiving Chriſt as our Lord and Saviour, our truſt- 
« ing in him, and yielding Obedience to him. | 
- Secondly, © Faith in j1[tifying is not to be conſidered as a hand 
« whereby we lay hold on the Righteouſneſs of another, or as an 
« Inſtrument, as though Righteouſnels were provided for us, and 
© tendred unto us; which would overthrow all ncceſlity of being 
<«< righteous in our ſelves. 

Thirdly, * But the true uſe of our Faith and Repentance as to our 
& Jvſtification before Gad, is that they are the cauſa ſme qua non ar 
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the Condition, whereby according to the appointment of God we 
come to be juſtified, and fo is imputed to us, | 
Fourthly, * That our Juſtification is our abſolution from the guilt 
of Sin, and from the obnoxiouſneſs unto puniſhment for it ; our 
Regeneration is the condition of our abſolution, and in them both 
on ſeveral reſpects is our Righteouſneſs 
Fifthly, ** That the way whereby we come to obtain this Abſolution 
is this, Jeſus Chriſt the only Son of God, being ſent by him to re- 
veal his Love and Grace to loſt ſinful Mankind ; in that work yield- 
ing Obedience unto God, even unto Death, was for a reward of 
that Obedience exalted, and had divine authority over them for 
whom he dyed, committed to him, to pardon and ſave them ; 
which accordingly he doth, upon the performance of the Condition 
of Faith and Obedience by him preſcribed to them ; at once effect- 
ing an univerſal conditional application of all, aCtually juſtifying 
every individual upon the performance of the Condition. 

Szxthly, < That the denyal of our Faith and Obedience to be the 
Condition of our Juſtification, or the aſſerting that we are juſtified 
by the Obedience of Chriſt imputed to us, is the ready way to 
overthrow all Obedience, and driye all Holineſs and Righteouſneſs 
out of the World. 

Seventhly, « That as the beginning, ſo the continuance of our Ju- 
ſtification depends upon the Condition of our Faith, Repentance 
and Obedience, which are not Fruits conſequent of it, but Condi- 
tions antecedent to it, and therefore in the firſt place we are to be 
ſollicitous about what is within ns, about our SanCtification, before 
our Abſolution or Juſtification. There are ſeveral other Propoſi- 


tions, all which the Doctor cites out of the Socinian Writings; by 
which it appears, that there is an harmony between the New Metho- 
diſts, and that part of Socinianiſm. | | 


KV. Our deſign in theſe lines was to bring theſe Principles (now 


pleaded for by our New Methodiſts) into a. form of Prayer, for the 
acceptation of our Perſons, pardon of our Sins, and ſalvation of our 
Souls ; that others may ſee how fit it is for fallen man to go to God 
with ſuch Arguments ; which if (upon examination) they be judged 
unſafe for ns to ſtand upon before the Righteous Lord, we may from 
hence take heed of inch Principles which do lay the foundation thereof. 

This Project as it carries an Argument not commonly touched, ſo it 
is fit to confound us ; conſidering, | 

1. That it is a corrupting of the Doftrine of the Grace of God in 
Chriſt, in this point of a believing Sinners Juſtification. 


2. That 
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ſaved by our own Evangelical, Perſonal inherent Righteouſneſs. We confeſs. 
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2. That it degrades Jeſus Chriſt of a great part of the Honour of Ris 
Mediatory Office, and gives it nanto Mans imperfe@ Righteouſheſs. 

3. That it exalts proud fleſh,, in making Man go partaker of the. 
Honour of being his own Juſtifier and Saviour. | 

4+ That it brings the Goſpel Tenor. in the New Covenant of Grace, 
to be the ſame with that of the Law. | 

Theſe it may be are conſequences which the Authors will deny to. 
ariſe out of the Premiſſes, yet they. have. an aſpect this way in the. 
jadgment of wiſer men than we. | 

We would premiſe this,. That.we ſhould hold nothing in Principle 
about ſo great a Point as our Juſtification, which we dare. not preſent 
before the great Judge. as Arguments to obtain the acceptation of-our 
Perſons, and pardon of our Sins : And how any true Convert can. 
pray over the ſucceeding form, we know not. We beg excuſe for 
this novel way of repreſentation.of Principles, which probably may 
ſhow more than twenty Logical Arguments, and through Grace be 
more convincing.to ordinary Capacities. 


A Form of Prayer, according to the forefaid Principles, 
for Juſtification. 


Our Father, which art the Reftor and Governuur of Men, Hallowed 

be thy Name, for thy ſetting Chriſt at the head of thy Reftoral Go: 
wvernment, who ts ready and able out of his Purchaſe and Merit to give Ju-- 
ftification of our Perſons, Pardon of our Sins, and Salvation of our Souls, 
apon our bringing good evidences of our _— complyed with the terms and 
conditions of thy Law of Grace. We acknowledge thy Mercy that the tidings 
of the Kingdom 1s come-to us, wherein we may be pardoned, juſtified, and 


we had 19 hopes of being ſaved by the Law. of Innocency, becauſe we have 
ſinned ;, but thou haſt by the Merit of thy Son brought u4 under eaſier terms :: 
And whereas we are informed by our Angel Guardians, that our. Lord Jeſus 
kept the Law in his Aitive Obedience for himſelf, and not for us, to render 
bim a fit Mediator and Law:giver which u of no further uſe to us, nor- 
can be our Righteouſneſs ;, we therefore relinquiſh it, and will lay no claim to 
it as a member of our Righteouſneſs before thy. Throne, for which we expeit 
the Fuſtification of our Perſons, for Pardon of our Sins ,, and whereas our- 
Per ſonal inherent Obedience mu ſtand in that place as our Righteouſneſs be-- 
fore thy Throne. 

We come to intreat thy Majeſty in the name of our meriting Lord, and. 
reftoral Governour, that our Perſonal inherent Obedience or Righteouſneſs may 


be imputed unto for Righteoufneſs, that ſo according to thy Law of Grace 
we 
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tve may have dhy Perſons accepred, our Sims pardoned, and our Souls ſaved, 
#pon the acconnt of ur Faith, Repent ance and Obedience. Lord we believe 
ba Ebrift hath merited for ms the acceptation of our own Perſonal inherent 
Righteonjneſs, to be the antecedent Condition, and flated matter of onr Fu- 
ftification. Ve have repeated of our Sins, and obeyed the Goſpel commands ;, 
and thourh our Obedience (the fruit of our believing ) be imperfeBt, yet we 
are ſincere in ons profeſſion of it, which thy Merit renders to be acceptable 
for this great end. Lord we give the precedency to thy Merit, knowing 
that, it*s that which procured this priviledge, to give this Office power to 
Juſtifie and pardon ws, that are Righteiu in our 'ſtlves, for our Righteouſneſs 
ſake 45 the Condition ; and therefore we trnft alot in thee to plea! for 45 our 
Perſonal inberent Righteoufireſs, in order to obtain theſe great things we ſtand 
in need of. And further Lord, when Juſtice ſhall exhibit a charge again(t 
245 for our ſins againſt the Law and Goſpel, we proance i bar to ſuch a charge 
the ſincerity of owwr Faith, Repetitahce and Obedateiice, 45 our Euanoelital 
Righttouſneſs 1, deſiring and beliting, that ony Faith and Obedience mny be 
imputed to s' for our diſcharge, both now ahd at the day of Tudgment , and 
that only for. the ſake of our meriting Lord and Saviour Feſ::s Chriſt. 


XVI. We. could wiſh that theſe contending Angels would ſeriouſly 
conſider, whether they can go to Gad to ſeek Juſtification of their 
Perſons with theſe Argumetits, and plead their own fonal 'tnhErent 
Righteouſneſs with Him ? IF not, then certainly the Pripciples are not 
200d. It they can, why do they not ſo ; * we never conld obſerve an 
harmony between the Prayers and Principles of theſe Angels ; for al- 
wayes in their Prayers they put as little ſtreſs upon their Perſonal Righ- 
teouſnels as others, tho' their preached Principles be contrary ; which 
is an unaccountable piece of contradiction, or elſe we are much miſta- 
ken. We are perſwaded that if their Prayers ran'npon the ſame Ar- 
gnments which their Preaching doth, the Auditories would ſtand ama- 
zeds if not deſert them, accounting ita pride unparallel'd; yet it is 
an ingredient in the firſt ſin of aſpiring Adam. We deſire that «thefe 
Angels whom we honour for their Office, Parts and Piety, would di- 


rect us how to order our ſypplications, according to thoſe principles: 


of theirs; and whether the :aforefaid example they can approve of, 
which would inform us more than all their diſputations and arguments. 


XVI. We ſhall briefly Iay down the Method of our Juſtification, 
-accordingly as we received from the reputed Orthodox Angels, if 
our appretenſions did reach their judgments. Fi 

 Eirf, We have been taight what arethe cauſes of 'a believing Sin- 
LSers Juſtificativn, As, 6, a6 Hoke 
1. The 
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1.. The:efftcient cauſe, 'that is, the Grace of God, Rom. 3. 24+ Be- 
ing juſtified freely by bis grace ; this we think none denies. | 

2. The materialcauſe, z.c. Chriſts Righteouſneſs, or the Obedience 
of. Chriſt (as our ſurety) unto the commands of the Moral Law, Rom. 
5. 19. For as by one mans diſobedience many were made (mers, ſo by the 
obedience.of one ſhell many be made righteow. The great Diſpute lyes up- 
on this:-Point, W hat is intended by the Obedience of Chriſt? We ſup- 
poſe ſome would have it to be his Paſſive Obedience, which ſeems not 
agreeable to the Text ; the Apoſtle is ſetting forth the two Adams, 
with the diſadvantage which comes to all men by the fall of the firſt, 
and the advantage which comes by the ſecond Agar to all in hinf, and 
belonging to. him : All in the firſt Adam fell into Condemnation z io 
all in the ſecond 44am (all that were given to him and belongs to 
him) obtain Salyation. a 04 

Now in the Text the Obedience. of Chriſt muſt anſwer and be of th 
ſame Nature, on.the contrary, .to the Diſobedience ; or elſe we know 
not how to underſtand words ; and we know that the Difobedience of 
the firſt Adam was his diſobeying the Law of God given to him in Para- 
diſe : And ſo on the contrary, the Obedience of the ſecond Adam muſt 
be the Keeping of the Law in that nature he-aſſumed into Perſonal 
Union, in which Humane Nature the firſt Adam fell; and if it. he by 
the Obedience of this one Jeſus Chriſt that many are made Righteous, 
then that Obedience maſt be, the materiai cauſe of our Juſtification. 


"This ſeems to be the true,ſenſe of the Text, which after all batteries 


will tang. ty | 
3. The meritorious cauſe, 3. e. [The Obedience, and, Sgferin Ss of. 
Chriſt as a propitiatory-Sacrifice, Rom. 5.9. Being naw juſtified by his blood. 
Thisof. the meritorious cauſe is not by-theſe Angels called in queſti- 
on. Theſe three are moſt properly caſa fe qua z0n, that is the cauſe 


. of title or right, without which no. Juſtification. But this we leave 


to the contending Angels to. debate, it being,out of our ſphere, which 
is the Scriptare not the School. | ; heats, ol 

We apprehend notwithſtandingall theſe three cauſes, a ſinner that 
belongs to Gods eledtion in Chrif,, and donation},to Gariff, may,yet 
lye without any Actual Juftification, a captive, to Sin and Satan,, yntil 
the application of Redemption be made-unto the Soul ; and eh. 
in order to Actual Juſtification there maft be, _ | 

4 . The inſtrument or mediymby which Attual Juſtification js apply- 


ed, that is, by Faith, 80 5: 1. Being guſtiped, by faith. _ 


How the contending Angels are; a flame-of. fire, fit, to burn. us.up, 
about theſe;:two words ( by faith.) ..Some would, not have, it by. Faith 
as:an inſtrument or. hand that receives the. Righteouſcol Ghrifhs and 

| would: 
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would make the World believe, that we give more to Faith in calling 
it an Inſtrument, than they in calling it a Condition 5 who have not 
conſidered what we mean by Faith in its firſt aCtings for Juſtification. 
We are agreed that Faith is the gift of God, and the Purchaſe of Chriſt : 
We mean no more (by faith) than a convinced Sinner, in the deep fenſe 
'of his ſin, miſery, and undone ſtate, coming to Chriſt with an empty 
hand, adhering to and approving of Jeſus Chriſt to be his only Saviour, 
and his Active and Paſſive Obedience to be this coming Sinners whole 
and ſole Righteouſneſs ; which we think to be agreeable to Rom. 4. 5. 
But tg him that worketh not, but believeth on him that juſtifieth the ungodly, 
hts faith is counted to him for righteouſneſs. A coming Soul brings no Per- 
ſonal inherent Righteouſneſs with him to Chriſt to render him accept- 
able, but he comes as naked and deſtitute, to take Chriſt alone for his 
Righteonſneſs, not depending at all upon his own Righteouſneſs for 
the acceptation of his perſon ; knowing that his own is as filthy rags 
before a holy God. The Soul comes to Chriſt as a Sinner, empty and in 
wants, to take hold of a full Chriſt for Juſtification, 

5. There muſt be the Act of God in Actual Juſtifying, which 1s ex- 
plained in three things. 

(1.) Imputation of Chriſts Righteouſneſs, Rom. 4. 5, 6. Hu faith 
5s counted for righteouſneſs ; even as David alſo deſcribeth the bleſſedneſs of 
the man unto whom God imputeth righteouſneſs without works. 

| Wee are ſenſible that this in wer. 5. (Hs faith is counted for righte- 
\ onſneſs) is much ſtood upon, as if the aft or work of Faith it ſelf were 
* imputed for Righteouſneſs ; which is contrary to ver, 6. which tells us, 
That God imputeth righteouſneſs without works. It's not congruous to ſay, 
that God imputeth our Works of Faith for Righteouſneſs, where Righ- 
reouſneſs is imputed without Works. We know that here they trou- 
ble the Waters about Works, and would make it the Works of the 
Ceremonial Law, and that Few:ſh miſtaken way of Legal Juſtification 
whereas we know no legal way ot Juſtifying by the Works of the Jewiſh 
Law; for the Blood of thoſe Sacrifices could not take away ſin. All 
the way which the Scripture knows ſince Man fell, was by believing 
m the Meſſah, either as to come, or come : Now its ſaid, God im- 
putes Righteouſneſs without Works ; the queſtion is, What Righte- 
-ouſneſs this is which God imputeth ? To ſay it's our own Righteouſneſs 
of ſincere Obedience of Faith, is to ſay it is Works ; but we think it 
1s the object of Faith, to wit Chriſt and his Righteouſneſs, 1 Cor. 1. 30. 
For he is made of God to 6 righteouſneſs : If any think otherwiſe, and 
bave a mind to deſert the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt imputed, and will 
ſtick to their own, we dare not follow their conduct, till we be other- 
wiſe inlightened to ſe ſome more worthineſs in our inherent Righte- 
onfneſs than we can as yet. 2. In 
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(2:) In the aft of God in; juſtifying the believing coming Sinner, Is 
acceptation in the Perſon of Chriſt, Epb; 1. 6: He hath made us accept- 
ed in the beloved. © This acceptation is in the'Perſonal Rightcouſneſs and 
Worthineſs of our Surety, Kev. 5+ 9, Thou art worthy. 

(3) In the att of God in juſtitying the believicg coming Sinners, is 
forgiving of Sins, Eph. 1. 7, In whom we have redemption through bis 
blood, the forgiveneſs of ſins. RP es 4 | 

Forgivenels of: Sins flowes from the meritorious cauſe, the Blood of 
Chriſt, but we think in order of nature not time, we muſt be made 
righteous and accepted in Chriſt, before we be aCtually pardoned. 

6. There muſt infallibly follow theſe acts or att of God in the adult, 
a Perſonal inherent Righteouſneſs in the ſubje&t aftually juſtified, Fam. 
2. 21+ Was not Abraham onr father juſtified by works ? 

By this Scripture many, both Popiſh and Proteſtant Writers, have 
troubled the Waters of 1/razl;. by. interpreting. it to a contrary ſenſe 
than what we think to be the intendment of it 3 for it's well known. 
that Abraham was aCtually juſtified in his Perſon long before he offer'd 
up 1ſaac his Son; and it can point at no more but a declarative Juſtif- 
cation, being a conſequence infallibly following from the premiſes. We 
have a great noiſe about Faith and Obedience being the- condition; a 
word alien from the Scriptures, it being a Law term among Men, ſeems 
to be unfitly-brovght into Divinity, bur ſeeing we muſt have it, the 
Queſtion is, Whether it'be to be taken properly or improperly, and 
whether it be an antecedent or a conſequent Condition. See how AVortore 
in his Orthodox Evangeliſt anſwers it, Chap. 10. Page 227. 

A Condition iseither a Condition properly ſo called, (that is an an*- 
tecedent Condition) or a Condition improftrly 10 called, that is, a 
conſequent Condition. ' A'Condition (properly ſo called) is a Law or 
Obſervation annexed to a buſineſs, the performance whereof: lyeth 
upon the Covenant, &c. and accordingly the bulinefs becomes valid or 
null. Such a Condition was Works in the firſt Covenant. If Faith 
were ſuch a Condition, there would ſoon be an end of the Covenant of 
Grace ; yea, the Covenant of Grace were indeed no Covenant of Grace. 
A Condition improperly ſo called (or a conſequent Condition) is fach a 
Condition whoſe performance by the Covenant is abſolutely undertaken 
for, and irreſiſtibly wrought by the Covenanter ; not left in ſaſpence 
upon the Covenant to be performed by his own ſtrength. Faith is a 
conſequent Condition, not an antecedent Condition. 


XVIII. The Method of the Conntry-mans Juſtification according to 

his apprehenſions, contained 1n the Scriptures, lyes thus 3 
Firſt, T he Cauſes. 1. The Efficient Cauſe, The grace of God, Rom, 
G 3. 24» 
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3. 24-  2ly, The; Material Gduſe,, Thi obedience of Clirift, Rom. '5.. 19. 
3ly, The Meritorious Cauſe; The blacdof. Chriſt. Romy. g. ' © | 

Secondly, Thelnftrumentor Mediom by which is Faith, or the Soul 
coming to Chriſt with an empty hand, .: Ron, 5. 1. 

Thirdly, The ACtof God. 1. Imputation of Chrifts Righteouſneſs, 
Rom. 4+ 5» 6- 21y,. ACceptation in - the Perſon of Chriſt, Eph. 1. 
3ly, Forgiveneſs of Sins, Eph. 1. 7. | - 

Fourthly, The infallible conſequence, a Perſonal inherent Righte- 
oulſneſs that is declarative of a; juſtified ſtate, Fam. 2, 21. 

F:fibly, The final end, the, Glory of God in all the Perſons of the 
Trinity. | 

If the contending Angels have a mind to quarrel with our Method, 
which is our hope, we will not contend with them, bat commit the 
cauſe to Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe Intereſt and Glory is herein <oncerned, 
and in the mean time will pray as ſolloweth ;_ $f, 


XIX. The Believing Sinners Prager for Aual Juſtification 
by Chriſt alone, &c, 


Our Father which art in Heaven ;, we adore thy Infinite and Eternal 

Grace in the bleſſed continuance (in Eternal Cotnſels) of the cauſes of 

the Juſtification" ef a believing, peniteut, coming Sinner. We confeſs that its 
meer Grace from firſ 1olaſt, that there 1s any hope for us 12 Chriſt alone, We 
confeſs that by Nature we are Children of Wrath, by Praftice polluted, and 
have nothing of our own to commend our ſelves to thee by, but are convinced 
that we are loſt and undone in our ſelves , yet being informed by the Goſpel 
that our Lord Teſus hath aftfmered for us as our. ſurety in 0ur Natures, to 
the juſt demands of the Law both in doing the Nuties aud Works: therein in- 
joyned, which we failed in, and undergoing the. penalty for us which our. Sin 
incurred : We deſire to take this Feſus Chriſt thy Son, onr alone Saviour, as 
thou offereſt him to be our whole and ſole Righteouſneſs for Tuſtification of our 
Perſons, the Pardon of our Sins and Salvation of our Souls. And we m thy 
preſence relinquiſh all oar own Perſonal -inherent Righteouſneſs from being any 
member of ox Righteouſneſs whereby we hope to be juſtified, pardon:d and ſa- 
ved ; knowing that it's but dung and droſs, and not fit ta be brought in before 
the Throne of thy Tuftice. Lord we through the help of thy Spirit, and ena- 
bling of t by Grace (according to thy Promiſe in Chriſt, and Purchaſe by Chriſt) 
come with an empty hand of Faith (which is thy gift through Chriſt) t0 take 
hold of thy Grace in the material and meritorious cauſe of our TuStification, 
 Acceptation and Salvation, humbly intreating that only and alone for hu ſake 
(not ours) thou wonldſt give us the benefit of the cauſes of our Salvation, by 
:«mputing Chriſts Righteouſneſs unto #4, 4s our ſole aud only Righteouſneſs which 
| | thou 
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thou haſt provided for us, by accepting our Perſons in the Perfonaf thy belowed * 


Son, inwhom thou art well pleaſed with all believing, repeming, coming Sins 
ners : And that thou wouldſt be pleaſed to forgive us our Sins m the Blood of 
Chriſt, that ſo we may be aitually juſtified and. ſaved by thy Grace alone, thms 
working for # without us, And whereas we underſtand by the light of thy 
Holy Word, that whom thou thus juſtifielt thou alſo ſanitifieſt ; we confeſs we 
are polluted in our ſelves, and humbly beg the ant allible conſequence of Attual 
Fuſtification 3, that as thou makeſt us Righteom with thy Sons Righteouſneſs and 

ardoneſt all our intquities in his Propttiatory Sacrifice, ſo thow wonlaſt heal 
all our diſeaſes of Soul, by waſl.:ng us in the Iaver of Regeneration, and renew- 
ings of the Holy Ghoſt, that ſo our Fuſtification which we have only by the Righ- 
teouſneſs of Chriſt alone, may be declared as Abrahams, by the Works of Faith 
and Holineſs in a perſonal and ſincere Obedience to thy revealed will. And that 
it may grow in us from ftrength to ſtrength, until it be perfefted in'Glory, tothe 
praiſe of thy Grace, which works all our works for #4 and in us. Allwhich we 
beg for the alowe ſake of Teſus Chriſt thy Son our Saviour, which 4s to us as.he is 
ftiled, the Lord our Righteouſneſs, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. , 


XX. Though we think our Juſtification.hath no antecedent Conditi- 
ons on our parts, yet we alfo believe that Faith is required to our Attu-: 
al Juſtification, and are far from believing that we are aQually Juſtified 
either fromEternity, or the time of the death of Chriſt, becauſe we 
think we cannot actually be- juſtified without Faith in Chriſt ; which 
may be firſt in order of nature not of time ;- for as ſoon as a Soul is 
enabled favingly to believe itis juſtified and accepted, tho” it knows it 
not. Wealſoallow that in the implenting of Faith, the ſeeds of all 
Grace is implanted, and the work of Regeneration i ery 'which is - 
of 2 growing nature (as the Child conceived in the 'womb) it appearSin 
after conformity and obedience to the revelation of the Divine Will: 
And though a believing coming Sinner be a&ually juſtified upon his firſt 
believing, yet heis to go on in repenting for Sin, -and in praying to 
God for acceptation, pardon of his ſins and continued defects. And 
whereas ſome write of ſeveral Juſtifications, yet we believe that all 
ſucceeding ones are but declarative of the firſt att of God, as that of 
Abrahams, Far. 2. 21. aud that at the coming of Jeſus Chriſt, As 
3. 19. wherein is a ratification of that donation to the Soul npon its 
firſt uniting to Chriſt by Faith,and cannot be called a new Juſtification : 
For a believing, coming, repenting Sinner, in his firſt uniting to Chriſt 
(as he is in Chriſt) is as really and perfectly juſtified as he ever ſhall be, 
yet it is not ſo declared as after theSoul grows up more and more in 
Sanctification, and ſhall be when Chriſt comes to give forth the laſt 
declaration of it. * 

re 
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{ © «Thus we have ſhrived our ſelves tn this great Point of a believing Sin- 
ners Juſtification ; if any.think we are miſtaken in our conceptions of 
onr Orthodox Divines, we cannot helpit,- until we be better infotm- 
ed than any thirg we yet ſaw from the New Methodiſts. In the mean 
time give us leave to proffer our Petition to the Angels of the Churches, 
humbly deſiring that the meanneſs of our Education may not occaſion 
their reje&ion of our Petition. | 


...XXI. The .Conntry Profeſſors Petition to the contending Angels. 


WW E in ourremote ſtarion perceiving a flame of Fire breaking out among you, about 
che great Poinr of our Juſtification by Chriſt, have ſent a drop of our Wilder- 
neſs Water roquenchir, drawn up in the buckets of wo Forms of Prayer, repreſenting 
the differenc Principles, which is the- ſhadow of an Argument (we think) but lightly 
couched upon in this preſent Controverſie. ol : 
 .And whereas we have been-long Auditors, we defire to turn Supplicanrs'to you on the 
behalf of the preſent Controverſie, while ic is bur in the Embrio, hoping phat our Requeſts 
will not be rejzeRted, butaccepted in Peace and Love, afcer we have craved Pardon for 

. our endeavours hereby to reach our Teachers. Y | 

Firft, We humbly defire of you ſeriouſly ro conſider, as in the preſence of our great 
Lord and Saviour, which of theſe Merhods of Devorion you. can commend to us in the 
name of the Lord, that ſo we in our Country Villages may know what to live and dye by 
with a true hope. 

-Stoxdly, We defire you to put up .your Artillery, and draw forth no_ more Arrowes, 
-but proſecute the Goſpel defign'of Holineſs from Arguments drawn from che Grace of 
God in Jeſus Chriſt, without any RefleQions uponieach other, which you may do accord- 


ing ro yoar diſtin& Principles, waving all aggravations as the obſtructions of Religion. - 
Thirdly, To avoid all Expreſſions, as ini as. is .poſſible, any ways tending to-lifrt up 
proud fleth in the confidence of Self-Righteouſnefs' on the one hand, and on the other 
Hand to avoid all Expreſſions tending to incourage .the negletts of Poſitive Duries under 
rhe Notion of that Free Grace of God in Jeſus Chriſt. 
Fourthly, To confider afreſh the terms of your Mimſterial Union, and to rake heed of 
The breach thereof, leaſt the iſſac ſhould be Wrath from God upon us all. 


Tf theſe tew Requeſts come in too late, or cannot be granted, then we ſhail tremble 
At ir 4s an 111 preſage char governing Providence intends to give us another ſhake, becauſe 
ou cannot build Gods Houſe without the noiſe of Axes and Hammers. But we hope 
trer things from the Grace of God, and ſhall remain yours as you are Fathers of Peace 
-and Holineſs. : | : 
Tolofl. 4. r7. And ſay to Archippus, Take bred to thy Miniflry which thou haſt rictived in 
the Lord, that thou julfil it. 


E 1:906- #: 


